
Develop Regional Recommendations 
for Reauthorization

 

Federal transportation authorization is the primary 
means by which policy is established and funding 
provided for surface transportation in the U.S. The 
current authorization expires at the end of this fiscal 
year. Growing concerns about economic              
competitiveness and deteriorating infrastructure have 
lead most observers to view the 2009 authorization 
as a key point in the history of transportation. 

The work of the Surface Transportation Revenue and 
Policy Commission also points to the probability of 
basic changes in the nature of the surface          
transportation programs. Measurement and            
accountability will probably take on new importance 
and funding for freight programs will expand.

With so much at stake, the states of the region have 
reason to try to find positions that are agreeable and 
beneficial to them. Without such agreed upon         
positions, the discussion of freight in reauthorization 
could well devolve into a discussion ports and 
borders, which would be of limited benefit to the 
Mississippi Valley. 

The ongoing process contains the following:

1. The MVFC Technical Committee and selected members of the  
 regional policy group (known as the STIC) served as the working  
 group for the effort.

2. Through several teleconferences and previous work a list of issues  
 were defined.

3. Issue papers were developed providing an overview of each issue  
 and approaches that might be taken to it.

4. Issue papers were reviewed and refined through teleconference  
 discussions.

5. In December 2008, the working group got together for two days in  
 Moline to finalize positions.

6. Those positions were developed into a set of recommendations,  
 reviewed by the states and revised.

7. The next step is to have a wider review with the STIC and   
 senior management in the ten agencies.
 

Introduction Methodology

Objectives

1. Gain agreement on a series of policy positions  
 on freight that can be supported by all of the     
 states in the region

2. Develop short policy papers on each that can  
 be used to explain those positions

3. Develop more detail background papers that  
 can be used to bolster the understanding of  
 positions
  

• The unique nature of the regional economy,  
 which is based on heavy manufacturing and  
 agriculture, requires a unique approach to  
 transportation services.

• The unique nature of its transportation   
 system, with major rail hubs, interstate cross 
 roads and river and lake systems, also argue  
 for the unique nature of the region.

• The region supports the AASHTO positions  
 on funding freight, but is concerned about the  
 factors that will be used to apportion funding  
 to the states or to rank and select projects of  
 national significance.
 
• The region supports an aggressive national  
 freight rail policy.

• It also supports investment in a promotion of  
 the maritime mode.
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